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What you can do
While Canada has historically had significant 
amounts of fresh water resources, the increase in 
population growth and industry as well as climate 
change impacts are placing growing strain on our 
water supply.

Water conservation is critical during hot and 
dry summer months when drought conditions 
arise, but it is also important throughout the 
year because reducing our water consumption 
decreases the amount of water that needs to be 
treated and the costs related to water services.

There are several actions you can take to help 
conserve water and reduce the stress on your 
water system:

•	 Reduce outdoor watering by using 
rainwater and switching to low-maintenance 
landscaping that requires less water – during 
the growing season, water usage can double 
because of outdoor use, which puts stress on 
treatment and distribution systems.

•	 Install water-saving devices to improve 
the efficiency of water-using fixtures. For 
example:

 » Replacing an 18-litre-per-flush toilet with 
an ultra-low, 6-litre or less per flush model 
leads to 66% less water flushed!

 » Replacing other fixtures and appliances 
such as dishwashers, washing machines 
and shower heads with more efficient 
models can also significantly decrease your 
water use.

•	 Repair leaking fixtures that waste our 
water – a leak of only one drop per second 
wastes about 10,000 litres of water per year!

•	 Buy products that minimize water use – 
85% of our fresh water is used for agriculture 
and industry to create food and products for 
our use. We can reduce this impact by buying 
products that have a smaller water footprint.

Visit valueofwater.ca to take the pledge.
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What you can do
We are all stewards of our water, for this 
generation and the next—help protect our 
water resources and systems from damage and 
pollution!

There are several actions you can take to help 
protect our water, from source to tap and drain 
and back to the receiving environment:

•	 Return unused and expired medications 
to the nearest pharmacy for proper 
disposal. Dropping off unused medications 
at the pharmacy prevents these substances 
from entering our waterways, where they can 
have negative effects on our drinking water 
and ecosystems.

•	 Dispose of chemicals, cleaning agents, 
and pesticides at my local collection 
depot. Chemicals, cleaning supplies or 
pesticides that are flushed down the drain 
are harmful to people, plants and the 
environment, and add to treatment costs. 
Dispose of these products at approved 
facilities.

•	 Throw disposable wipes in the trash, not 
the toilet. Many disposable wipe products 
do not break down in water, and can clog our 
sewer systems. Instead of flushing them down 
the toilet, throw them into the trash.

•	 Avoid pouring oils and grease down 
the drain. Oils and grease thicken in water, 
and can clog our sewers. In the kitchen, 
simply wipe up small amounts of cooking 
grease with a paper towel and put it in your 
municipal food scraps bin.

•	 Protect your local watershed. Water is 
part of a cyclical system that starts and ends 
with our rivers, lakes and oceans. Learn more 
and protect your watershed by understanding 
where your water comes from and goes to 
and getting involved in a local watershed 
protection group!

Visit valueofwater.ca to take the pledge.
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What you can do
Each day, we all rely on clean, safe water to drink 
and wash, and to flush waste from our homes and 
businesses. Tap water and our water systems help 
us stay hydrated, healthy and happy. There is no 
substitute. Investment in water systems protects 
our health, environment and quality of life.

While water is provided by nature, there is a real 
cost for the pipes, pumps, equipment, and people 
who ensure it is safely delivered to our taps and 
returned to the environment. Aging pipes and 
pumps, population growth, seismic hazards, and 
climate change are driving the need to invest in 
upgrades and the renewal of our water systems.

There are several actions you can take to help 
support safe and reliable water services now and 
into the future:

•	 Find out how much you pay for your 
own water and wastewater services. The 
first step to supporting your water services 
is understanding them. Pull out your utility 
bill and look at how much you are paying for 
your water and wastewater/sewer services. If 
you can’t find your utility bill, check out your 
municipality or community’s website as many 
offer access to utility bills online.

•	 Learn more about risks facing our 
water systems. Read the BC Water & 
Waste Association’s recent report, Are Our 
Water Systems at Risk?, which reveals that 
communities in BC will require at least $13 
Billion of additional investment to replace 
existing water and wastewater systems.

•	 Encourage your elected officials to make 
water and sewer system renewal a top 
priority for community investment. By 
making sound choices today about priorities 
for existing tax dollars and setting user rates 
so that they cover the full cost of operating, 
maintaining, and replacing systems, we can 
sustain our water systems for this generation, 
and generations to come.

Visit valueofwater.ca to take the pledge.
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